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NAL AI N V. 1" 


Alfo I ſhook my Lap, and ſaid, Þ Gal 
ſhake out every Man from his Houſe, 
and from bis Labour, that performeth 
not his Promiſe, even thus be he ſha- 
ken out and emptied. And all the 
| Congregation gong 1 and prai- 
i the Lord. 


= HERE is ſeates a Verſe in i this 
Chapter, but what ſuits the great 
||| Occafion upon which I have cho- 
IS | ſen my Text: And indeed, rhe 
| whole Story of Nehemiah, and his 
Conduct in Publick Affairs, is ſo 
much like the Times we are fallen 
into, that fome Reflections upon 


— oO_ 


17 the PRE. of Things in Their Day, may le ad us to 


make rhe beſt Uſe of hat Providence hath done in 
Ours. 


| THERE are Three Particulars to be obſerv'd in 
the Caſe of that. People. 

1. THAT God had given chem a very great De: 
liverance, which no Humane Reaſon could ever have 
hop'd for: Twas not the manner of thoſe Nations 
that had taken them Captive, to make any Reſtituti- 
on, and tis a Thing fo hen cru Fa Humane Na- 
ture, rhar we muſt always teckon it a Divine Work 
when Tyrants are brought ro Refund: Tis true, they 
had the Prophecies of Feremiah, and ot her Good Men, 


all along to ſoſten their Bondage, and by thoſe Books Dam ir: I. | | 


they might _ the Number 1 Tears in which the Lord 
| * A 2 would 


* 
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would accompliſh the Deſolations of Feruſalem. But ſtill 
it was ſo Amazing in itſelf, that what they had often 
ſoughr with Prayer, they cannot but receive with 
Pf. cxxvi. Wonder; For when the Lord turned again the Captivity 
J, 2, 3. of Sion, we were like them that dreamed, then was our 
Mouth filled with Jaughter, and our Tongue-with ſinging. 

The Lord hath done great Things for us, whereof we are 

glad. And if you conſider but this Salvation in the 

two main Branches of it, you will ſtill go deeper into 

the Surprize that ever any Thing of that Nature 

ſhould happen. They are reſtor d to the Religion, as 

well as the Liberties of their Fathers: The ſame De- 

cree that allow d them to repair the City, commands 

them to build the Temple. This Order came at 

firſt from Cyrus, whaſe Character in other Hiſtories 

is Vile enough; and when we read of him in the 

| | Book of God, it makes him no better than a groſs I- 
Ia. Ixv. 4. dolater : for Jacob my ſervant's ſake, and Iſrael-mine E- 
left, J have even called thee by thy Name; ] have Sir- 
named thee tho thou haſt not known me. We there 

read with what a Greatneſs he ſpread his Arms over 

Ver, 1. the Earth. Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed, to Cy- 
rus, his right hand have I holden to ſubdue Nations be- 

fore him, and I will looſe the loins of Kings, to open be- 

fore him the two-leaved Gates, and the Gates ſhall not be 

Chap. Ix. ſpur. And ſo in another Place, I have called up one 
25. From the North, and he ſhall come from the Riſing of the 
Sun, ſhall he call upon my Name, he ſhall come upon 

Princes as upon Morter, and as the Potter treads the Clay. 

And yer the Perſon who had ſuch an Appetite for 
Conqueſt, gives up a former Captivity, as if he alone 
was to have an UniverſalMonarchy, without the Tem- 

25 r thar always attends it, which · is an Univerſal 
Ezra i. 2, Cruelty, Thus ſaith Cyrus King of Perſia, All the 
Kyngdoms of the Earth hath the Lord God of Heaven 
given me, and he hath charged me to build him an Houſe 
in Jeruſalem, which is in Judah, who is there among 
you of all his People, the Lord his God be with him, let 
him go up. 1 
AND tho' this Work was hindred by thoſe who, 
tired Counſellors againſt the Jews in that Reign, and 
_ was totally at an End in the Days of Artaxerxes, 
Fer 
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yer God reviv'd it again in the Government of Darius: 
All the deceitful Arguments, That it was 4 Rebellious 
and a Bad City, and had been hurtful to Ring., that it 
would leſſen the Revenue, and cut off a Branch of 
the Empire, Theſe were controul'd by a Divine Im- 


| fide the River Shethar-boznai, that offer d ro Build with 2. 


the falſe Repreſentations of them to the Court that 


God of Heaven, He will proſper us, therefore we His Ser- 


preflion upon the Royal Conſcience. Darius acted 

like One who hared thoſe Maxims of Cruelty, that 

make Brutes borh of Princes and People, the former 
in Ravage, the latter in Slavery; Let them, faith he, Ezra vi. 
offer Sacrifices of ſweet Savour to the God of Heaven, and 19,11, 12. 


3 * 


| Pray for the Life of the King, and of his Son, and 1 


ave made a Decree, That whoever ſhall alter this Work, 
let Timber be pulled down from his Houſe, and being ſet 
up, let him be hanged thereon, and let his Houſe be made 
a Dunghill for this; and the God that cauſed his Name 
to dwell there, deſtroy all Kings and People that ſhall put 
to their hands to alter and deftroy this Houſe of God, 


which is at Jeruſalem. What a Deliverance was this! 


They ſaid among the Heathen, The Lord hath done great 
things for them: but | 0 F 
II. THE Work met with a great deal of Oppoſi- 
tion ſeveral Ways. | | 
1. THERE were Publick Enemies to the Deſign. 
In the firſt Expedition we read of, Iatnai, Governor on this pc, iii. 


the Fews, and becaufe they were refus'd, made all 


they were able ro form. In Nehemiah's. Time, we 
meer with the ſame Spirit in other Perſons, there was 
Sanballate the Heronite, and Tobiah the ſervant, the A- 
monite, and Geſhem the Arabian; Theſe oppos'd Neh. ii. 
the good Defign with all the Variety that Malice io. 
could furniſh : Sometimes they call'd it Sedition; 

What is this thing that ye will do? IWillye Rebel againſt 

the King ? Tho Nehemiah could have anſwer d that Ver. 19. 
Inſinuation by the Letters, or Orders of Council . 
that he brought along with him; yer he takes no no- 
rice of Thar, bur replies? to them in the utmoſt Con- 
tempt, both of their Perſons and Argument: The Ver. 20. 
vants will ariſe and build, but y:u hav: no Portion, nor 


Right, nor Memorial in Jeruſalem. 
| 2. THE 
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2. THE Work was Incumber'd another way, and 
that was by Thoſe who had a ſhare in Promoting ir: 
The very Jews themſelves, the Parties in this good 
Deſign, run into thoſe vile and wretched Methods 
that ſhock d the whole Cauſe at once: It had like to 
have periſh'd in their own Hands; and this not by 
Miſtake, or a few Slips of Policy, but by dowarighr 
Wickedneſs; Things that were inconſiſtent both 


with the Honour of God, and the Security of their 


Brethren: Theſe may be reduc'd to two Heads, 


which I will only juſt mention now, and enlarge up- 
on them as I get further into the Diſcourſe. —_ 
Firſt, ONE of the Crimes that was Fooliſh, and 
had like to have prov'd Fatal, was a Clemency ro 
the Publick and Notorious Enemies of the Cauſe: 
Such as were for keeping the People in Bondage, had 
wove themſelves into the Families of Others, who 
pretended a Zeal to bring them out of it: We find an 
unhappy Acquaintance between Plunderers and Pa- 
triots; Men who had built the Wall, and Thoſe who 
bad laugh'd at it. The two oppoſite Cauſes of Bon- 
dage and Liberty, of Hell and Heaven are forgot, 
and People are ſo looſe from their own Pretenſions, 
that what they adorn'd in Words, they ſunk in 
Things. The Concord that ſeems impoſſible in Na- 


ture becomes eaſie to Corruption: there's a Friend- 


ſhip between Light and Darkneſs, between Chriſt 
and Belial, and | | 
S:condly, AT the ſame time that theſe Perſons 
were ſo Complaiſant ro Enemies, they are in the other 
Extreme to their ownBrerthren. When Clemency is di- 


rected by a Wiſdem that is from above, it is Uniform 


and Glorious like the Rule under which it moves: 
Ir will be firſt pure and then peaceable, and tho it is 
gentle and eaſie to be intreated, yet it is without Partia- 
tity and without Hypocriſy : But when it is only prom- 
pred by the Luſt of Man, avhen we enter into it up- 
on nothing higher than private Intereſt and perſonal 
Views, 'ris the moſt unſhapely and disfigur'd Thing 
in the World: In ſome Caſes it gives what the Law 
forbids,in Others it denies what the Law commands. 
When People are ſo very Gentle ro publick Enemies, 


they 


I 


they will be as Severe. to publick Friends: Their 

Paſſions are in Diſorder and Tumult from firſt to 

laſt. Thus it is in all Qualities, The Prophets that 

ſtrengthen d the Hands of the Wicked in his Wickedneſs, Ezek.xlii. 

by promiſing him Life, at the ſame time, made the Hearts 22. 

of the Righteous ſad. Saul who was ſo very tender of 

Amamalel againſt the Law of God, in his Purſuit of 

David, runs away from the common Juſtice of Man. 

"Ahab, who had ſo lirtle Regard to his own Subjects, 

as to Murder all that he could find of the true Religi- 

on among them, hath ſuch an extreme Lenity in a- 

nother Caſe, that he Lets go 4 Man out of by hand j Kings 

whom God had appointed to utter Deſtruction: And thus xx, 42. 

it was in the Hiftery before us; Theſe very Perſons 

who were open to the Acquaintance of ſuch as they 

ought to have abhor'd, are quite clos d up to the 

Danger and Intereſt of thoſe that were in the ſame 

Cauſe with themſelves. There was à great cry of the 3 

People againſt their Brethren the Fews; and the Com- Ver. r. 

plaint runs upon two Heads. Fiſt, That they were | 

little better than Slaves to their own Country-men ; 

and Secondly, That by rhe ſame inequality of Manage- 

ment, they were become Beggers at home: They had 

Toft their Eftares for the Cauſe, and were now giving 

up their Perſons, and under no more proſpect of be- | 
Ing reliev'd by the common Deliverance, than they "of 
were without it. You have them all throwing in 
their Grievances, There were ſome that ſaid, Ni our Sons 8 | 
and our Daughters are many, therefore we take up Corn * ha 

for them that they may eat and live: There were alſs that Wo | 

faid, Me have mortgaged our Lands, and Vineyards, and 

Houſes, that we might buy Corn becavſe of the Dearth. 

There were alſo that ſaid, We have borrowed Money for the 
King s Tribute, and that upon our Lands and Vineyardr, 

pet now our Fleſh is as the Fleſh of our Brethren, our Chil- 
dren as their Children; and we bring into Bondage our 

Sons and our Daughters to be Servants, and ſome of our 

Daughters are brought into Bondage already, neither is it 
in our power to Redeem them, for other Men have our 
'Lands and Vineyards, Theſe were Vices that incum- 

bred the Work of God, and made it go on heavily a- 


III. ANO- 
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1 , * * 
# | 
* 7 * rere o 1 


JusrIcE and PROPERTY 


HI. ANOT HE R Thing that you obſerve from 
the Story, is, That Nehemiah ſets himſelf to immediate 


Juſtice upon thoſe chat were guilty, and a Relief to 


them that gave in their Complaints. He calls them 
together, ſhows the Vileneſs of the Practice, and tho? 


he could have little Hopes of fixing his Arguments 


upon any Principles of Truth and Honour, yet he 
does what he can with the groſſer Paſſions of Fear 
and Shame. The ſeveral Methods that he took with 


them, and the Promiſe that he extorted from them, 


I ſhall open afterwards, and will now only take No- 
tice, that he cloſed his Endeavours with a ſolemn 
Curſe upon thoſe that prov'd deceitful, Alſo I ſhook my 
Lap, and ſaid, ſo God ſhake out every Man from his Houſe 
and from his Labour, that performs not his Promiſe; even 
thus be he ſhaken out and emptied, and this was ſo good 
a Day's-· Work, that all the Congregation ſaid Amen, and 
praiſed the Lord: . . 
B Y theſe Reſlections upon the Hiſtory, you will 


be able to ſee your on Concern in it, That here was 


a glorious Cauſe, Divine and Heavenly in all its 
Parts; Religion ſecured, and Liberty reſtored, ane 
yer it had like to have been ſapp'd and undone by the 
very People who were Sharers in it, and profeſs'd 
themſelves ro be Friends ro it. That the Danger 
they brought upon it was an Indulgence to Enemies 
by private Uſuries, and Coldneſs to their hearty 
Friends, and that ſuch a wicked and fooliſn Conduct 
would certainly have defeated the great Salvation, 


had not G0 raiſed them up a Man of ſuch a Spi- 


rit as made him every way qualified to feck, the Mel 
fare of I{rae] : Things were become fo deſperare, that 
Nehemiah ſeems to be the only Perſon who was able 
to give a Remedy. I ſhall reduce the whole ſtate of 
their Caſe to theſe Six Heads, which are all of them 
ſo many Doctrines or Maxims upon the Hiſtory be- 
fore you ; and as I deſpair of having Time enough 
for a diſtinct Application at the End, I will compre- 
hend it in the ſeveral Parriculars as we go along. | 
1. I T is an Abuſe of the Divine Goodneſs in the 
Deliverance of « P-ople, when rhe Blefling is not 
made extenſive to fu who are concern d in it. 
ne 2. IT 
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done by thoſe who are engaged in the ſame Cauſe 


+ Ir is an Aggravation of this Injury, when it is | 


Wich the very People thar ſuffer. This was the Cale 
of the Fews, the Cry of the Men and their Wives was 


againſt their Brethren. 355 N 
3. Theſe Diſorders muſt be redreſſed, if we ex. 
pect a Return of the Divine Mercy. You ſee ir 


was the firſt thing Nehemiah did, and that ſuch a Caſe ; 


is not deſperate, I will ſhow you both from the Fit- 
neſs and the Succeſs of the Methods that he rook. 
4. Tis a mighty Inftance fof God's Favour to a 


People thus abuſed, when he ſets over tliem a Gover- 


nour who is touch'd with a Senſe of their Miſeries: 

5. The Vengeance of Heaven will come down 
upon thoſe who do nor fall in with the Noble Mea- 
ſures that ſuch a Prince recommends ; for I take Ne- 
bemiah's Curſe, as it was founded upon Juſtice, ro 
have in it the Value of a Prophecy. I ſhook my Lap, 
and ſaid, ſo God ſhake out every Man from his Houſe anf 
from his Labour that performs not this Promiſe, even ſo be 
he ſhaken out and emptied. 


6. Whenever Things ate thus manag'd, ir dif- 


fuſes thro' the People both the Argument and the 
Spirir of a Thanksgiving-Day, as theſe Propoſals aroſe 
from God's Grace in Nehemiah's Heart, fo they took 
em to be the Preſages of God's Favour to his Go- 


vernment, this made all the Congregation ſay, Amen, 


and praiſe the Lord. 
1. ONE Doctrine that you may collect from this 
remarkable Story, is, That People abuſe the Divine 


not made extenſive to all that are concern'd in its 
This Obſervation is plac'd in ſuch univerſal Evidence, 
that all Men admit ir into their Opinion, tho' they 
ſeldom heed it in their Practiſe. In a Time of Dan- 


ger we underſtand a general Intereſt. Every One is 


call d in to take a Part in the Struggles that we make 
for Liberty. Cyrus united all the Jews in his Procla- 


mation, he gave them equal Leave to do their utmoſt 


in ſo good a Deſign; and they were alſo united in the 
Zeal that came from above. Every one whoſe Spirit 


God raiſed to go up, — into the Work without 


making 


Goodneſs in their Deliveranee, when the Bleſſing is 


Ezra i. 45 
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making any private Artieles; and yet when the Toil 
was a little over, ſome of them acted as if they 
thought that Providence was not a Publick Friend, but 
only a ſort of a Factor to a few Private Families. 
Now this is abominable : Becauſe, 
1. They were all equal in God's Regard, being 

the Work of his Hands. 5 

2. They were ſo to one another as Brethren. 

3. They had been ſo to the Cauſe, as Fellow- 


Labourers. 1 
1. 'Tis a Miſrepreſentation of Him who gives us 


Job xxxiv the Mercy, if we do not make it extenſive. He ac- 
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cepts not the Perſons of Princes, ner regards the Rich more 
than the Poor, for they are all the Work of his Hands. 
Tho he hath given ſome a Situation above their Bre- 
thren, yer we cannot imagine that it is purely for 
their own Sakes. You muſt not think he is ſo laviſh 
of his Bounty ro the Grear Men of the Earth, meerly 
that they may glitter upon a Throne, but be his Mi- 
niſters for Good; and this they cannot be, if they re- 
ſolve ro confine their Influence. Princes love to be 
calld God's Repreſentatives, but they uſually under- 
ſtand it in no other Attribute than his Power; 
whereas that is Incommunicable ; tis a Glory that he 
never gives to another. The chief Titles in which he 
would be repreſented by them, are thoſe of Juſtice and 
Mercy : The Power of doing Harm never belongs ro 
his Vicegerent, becauſe it never was in himſelf. He 
is abſolute, bur he is ſo upon the Foundations of E- 
quity, as well as Greatneſs. He can no more defile 
his Throne, than he can loſe it. Tis as impoſſible 
for his Adminiſtration to be condemn'd, as it is to be 
reſiſted: He does according to his Will; but that 
Will is always holy, juſt, and good; and, when he 
pulls down one and ſets up another, if they are to repre- 
ſent Him, this is the Perfection that they ought to 
copy: But one would think by the Inequality of Hu- 
mane Conduct, that ſome People will ſcarce allow o- 
thers to be Creatures; as if they thought Providence 
does its Wonders meerly to raiſe a Family, or main- 
tain the Humour of a Party: Againſt this we may 
argue as the Apoſtle does, Is he the God of the 


Few; 
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Fews only, and not of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gen- 
tiles alſo, The Bounties of Nature are unconfin'd ; 
their Line is gone throughout the Earth: The Sun takes 


nothing hid from the Heat thereof : And are the Bleſ- 
fings chat he gives out of the common Way to be more 
a Property than rhe other? Tis no Wonder that he 
ruins a Mercy in the Hands of thoſe that only uſe it 
as a Monopoly. | 2 

2. THE Unfairneſs of this Management in the 
Jews, does further appear in that they were all Bre- 


thren. To have talk d of any Qualifications that a- 


riſe from different Opinions, would have been enter- 
rain'd at firſt as a Reproach both upon the Work and 


the People : It was enough if they could but prove | 


their Genealogy that they were of Iſrael. If they had no 
Varieties among them about the Worſhip of God, ir 
muſt ariſe from one of theſe Things; either that they 
had a more perfect Rule to go by than we have, 


which is making Chriſt leſs faithful in his Houſe than Heb. xki-⸗ 


Moſes was: Or that if Men would add to the Rule 
that God had fram'd, all the People would run in 
with it, which is as unaccountable to Reaſon, as the 
former is to Scripture. In the following Ages we 


know with how much value they received the Tradi- Matt. xv 
tions of the Fathers, ſo as to make the Command of God of 6- 


no Effect. Now if any of them went this Length 
in Nehemiah's Time, we may fuppoſe there were ſome 
who would keep to the Law and to the Teſtimony : But 
they are equally included in this great Salvation, 
The general Mercy that God had beſtowed, was not 
given to feed a Diſtinction among themſelves : The 
Blefling that regarded them as Jews, muſt nor be 
made a Perquiſite to a Sect or Faction. Are People 
deliver d from a common Ruin that they may till in- 
dulge the Folly of a lower Quarre] > Does God tear 
you from a Bondage to a Foreign Enemy, on purpoſe 
to incourage a Domeſtick Perſecution 2 Will you 
make Terms for his Providence, as you do for his 
Grace ? If your Hands are cloſed r2 your Brethren, 
ſhall His be ſo roo? Are they to have no Share in 
What He does 2 Allow him 7 diſpoſe of his Bounty 
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his Circuit through the whole Heavens, and there is 4, 6. 
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as he pleaſeth and to do according to what he ſaith in 
Matt. xx. the Parable; I do thee no wrong, take that which is thine 
13,14. and go thy way; I will give unto this laſt, even as unto 
© ghee; Ts it not lawful for me to do what T will with mine 
own © Is thine Eye Evil becauſe that I am Good? ; 

- YOU will eaſily ſee by all this, how ill they are 

dealt with who are caſt our from the Privileges of a 
Nation where they live, and neither uſed as Britons, 

Iſa. xxiv. nor as Proteſtants. When they hear Songs from the ut- 
16. termoſt Parts of the Earth, ſaying, Glory to the Righteous, 


They may cry out my Leanneſs, my Leanneſs, the treache- 


rous Dealers have dealt treacherouſiy. Till the Founda- 
tion 1s made wider, and Men regarded rather for the 
Merit of their Actions than for the Cant and Cringe 
of a Party, we are both ſully ing God's Work, and 
abuſing his People. Nor is this out of the Caſe of 
our preſent Thankſgiving: We do not come to re- 
joyce that God hath brought One amongſt us who 
bears the Name of a King. Iis but a poor Charm 
that goes along with the Sound of that Title. Ir 
does not always fignify either Wiſdom or Goodneſs. 
Bur the Mercy is this, Thar he hath given us One, 
who 1s touch'd with a Senſe of our Danger, -and full 
of that Principle which alone can ſecure our Happi- 
neſs : And of this we have an early Proof in the 
noble Declaration that He made in Council: Thar 
Sapt. 22. it was his Purpoſe to do all that is in his Power 
2714. foꝛ the Duppo:ting and Maintainingthe Churches of 
England and Scotland, as they are ſeverallp by Law 
Ettabliſped, and that his Opinion was, this might be 
effectually done without the leaſt impairing the Tole⸗ 
ration allowed by Law. to Pꝛoteſtant Diſſenters, ſo 
agreeable to Chrifrian Charity, and ſo neceſſary to 
the Trade and Riches of this Kingdom : And, as the 
good Tfects of making Pzoperty ſecure, are no where 
fo cleerly ſeen, and to fo great a Degree as in this 
happy Kingdom, ſo he aſſures us, there is not any 
that ſball moꝛe earneſtly endeavour the Preſervation of 
it ihan Himſelf, You have the more Reaſon to obſerve 
this, when you remember how lately ſome were pul- 
ling all ſorts of Miſery upon you; tho' they could 
not go thro' their Defign to beggar you by the Bill of 
Commerce, yet they have laid the Scheme of another 
= „ Marr 
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Plunder, by denying you the Education of your 
Children : As if great Ignorance was the beſt Way 
to prevent Schiſm. The Papiſts tell us, That it is the 
Mother of Devotion, and others would make it the 


Bond of Uniformity: So that you ſee one Deor of 
Ruin is ſtill open, for we learn by the Prophet, that 


People are not only deſtroy d for lack of Trade, but for 
lack of Knowledge. 


. BUT behold the Goodneſs of God! tis obſer - 


ved by the Sacred Hiſtorians, That the Happineſs of 
Vrael bore date with an Edict of this Nature: There 
aroſe a King that knew not foſeph, the ſame did Evil in- 
treat our Fathers, and caſt out their young Children, to the 
intent that they might not live, at which Time Moles was 
born: And by the ſame Rule, I. cannot bur obſerve to 
you, Thar His preſent Majeſty begun His Life one 
Day before thar Reign in which your Fathers were 
made Diſſenters; and He begun his Government the 
ſame Day that your Children were to be made Ideors : 
May the Bleſſing of thoſe that were ready to periſh come up- 
on Him: May he have the Glory as he hath the In- 
clination to be a Healer of our Breaches, and a Reſtorer 
of Paths to dwell in : Thar as GOD hath given him 
the Hearts He may in his Providence give him the 
Service of thoſe who want more room to be uſeful ; 
that in His Days there may be an end of all ſuch E. 
ſtabliſnments as pinch the Throne and grieve the 
Conſcience ; plunder the Prince of the Help that he 
may have, and prevent the Subjects of a Duty that 
they would pay: That the Chains of Incapacity may 
be taken off from yourſelves, and thoſe of Ignorance 
from your Poſterity: Thus his Name will be dear to 
the preſent Age, and the Children yet unborn will rife up 
and call him bleſſed. 
3. THERE's another Reaſon why the Mercies 

of a Deliverance ſhould be thus extended, becauſe 
the People had been equal in their Concern for a 
General Intereſt. Tis nor fair that Swear and 
Blood ſhould paſs for Nothing. Rejoyce ye with Jeru- 
ſalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her : rejoyce 
for Foy with her, all ye that mourn for her. "Twas ſo in the 


Story of Nehemiah ; the poorer Sort, who were brought 
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ſo low, had taken as much pains in building the 
Temple and the City, as their Brethren, who run a- 
way with the main Shares of the Bleſſing. It is true, 
God condemned the Gibeonites to be Hewers of Wood 
and Drawers of Water; but he never ſuffer d one Par- 
ty of Jrael ro uſe another at that Rate. A little be- 
fore this Complaint, there was Work enough for all 
Hands, when they were ready to ſink under the noiſe 
of Enemies, and the Weight of Service: Judah ſaid, 
The ftrength of the Beavers of Burdens is decayed, and there 
is much Rubbiſh, ſo that we are not able to build the 
Wall: And when the Adverſary threatn'd to pour in 
Forces upon them from every Quarter, Nehemzah ſet 
the People after their Families with their Swords, their 
Spears, and their Bows. Where would have been the 
Policy of diſqualifying any Number of theſe, when 
they were all little enough 2 No, Zion then was nor 
Built with Blood, nor Feruſalem with Iniquity, He in- 
gageth them all, without any Diſtinction, and Ar- 
gues upon the common Topicks of Religion and Li- 
berty: I ſaid to the Nobles, and to the Rulers, and to 
the reſt of the People, be ye not afraid of them; remem- 
ber the Lord, who i great and terrible, and fight for your 
Brethren, your Sons, and your Daughters, and your Wives, 
and your Houſes, It would have given them bur 4 
dull Proſpect had they known before Hand what 
they felt afterwards. Thar all their Hazards was 
but ro make Others Rich, and keep themſelves Poor. 
Bur they had no fuch View; They knew it to be a 
Principle of Univerſal Nature, that every thing ſhall 
Subſiſt upon his own Service: The Creature thar 
Works muſt Feed. Mho goes a Warfare at any time at 
his own Charges > Who plants a Vineyard, and eats not of 
the Fruit thereof? Or who feeds a Flock, and cats not of 
the Milk, of the Flock, > Say I theſe things, or ſaith the 
Law the ſame alſo? For it ws written in the Law of Mo- 
ies, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth cut the 
Corn, Does God take care for Oxen? Is that all his De- 
i ſign to eſtabliſh a Privilege for Cartel > Or ſaith he 
I ic altogether for our Sales? For our Sakes, no doubt, thi 
* x written, That he that plows ſhould plow in Hope, and 
pe that threſneth in N pe ſhould be partalgr of hy Hope ; 
dar 


0 * * , . 5 * 
: 5 p 
0 7 
P 
- 
2 


the Glory of 4 DELIVERANGE 


5 


thar Hother may not run away with all he hack been 
taking Pains for. 
NO but thar every Good Man acts upon high- 
er Ends than an Advantage in this Life. He hath 
the Comfort - Nehemiah ſo often roll'd himſelf in, 
of commending his Soul to that God whoſe Cauſe 
had inflam'd his Zeal, and led on his Dangers. Re- 
member me, O Lord, according to the multitude of thy 


Mercies : And certainly, we ought to imploy a ſevere. 


Suſpicion upon a Temper that makes us uneaſie at a- 
ny Good we have done: Tis apt to riſe in an honeſt 


Heart, and therefore we are warn'd againſt it: Do Jam. iv. 5. 


Jou think that the Scripture ſaith in vain, the Spirit that 
 dwelleth in us luſteth to Envy 2 No, tis not in vain, We 
all of us need that Caution, aud the more we have 
an Eye to the Recompence of Reward, the greater Sere- 
nity will it draw down upon the Mind: As the Cauſe 
is good, ſo is the Maſter who hath Inſtamp'd His 
Name upon it. Tis an Honour that He Il help us to 
Do any Thing for his People ; tis a greater if we are 
call d to Suffer : However, tis to be wiſh'd, that Hu- 
mane Affairs were conducted with more Equity; that 
Men who are indifferent to any Party, may not be 
Gainers by all; and that thoſe Perſons whoſe Lives 
were not dear to themſelves, may find they are dear to 
their Friends ; for it will ever have an unkindly A- 
ſpect, that ſuch People ſhould not be own'd as Ser- 
_— to an Intereſt, who were ſure of _— Martyrs 
or it. 


II. ANOTHER Maxim that you may collect 


from the Story of the Jews in this Book, is, That it is 
an Aggravation of the Injury done to thoſe who are 
no better for the Publick Mercy, when the Guilr of 
uſing them thus, lies upon ſome who are engag d in 
the ſame Cauſe with them. This was indeed a 
pungent Article in the Caſe that my Text refers to; 

the People who in the former Chapter had no Ima- 
ginations of Danger, but what came from the Ene- 
my, turgd the next Cry againſt their Brethren the 
Jews. | ug of theſe had made an Advantage of the 


common Hardſhips that the reſt lay under ;. they 


lent them Money upon extravagant Ulury, "raking 
the 
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the hundredth part of it from them, which is whar we 


call 12 per Cent. and they had ſo little Mercy for thoſe 
that were thus ſtraiten d, that ſome of theſe Borrow- 
ers were forc'd to Mortgage their Lands, and others of 
them to Sell, or ar leaſt, ro Pawn their Children: 


Now the Vileneſs of ſuch Uſage appears in three 


Things - Bs 

i. Ir ſhow'd a groſs want of all Religion. ] 
n 2. It drew down a Reproach upon the Cauſe it- 

elf. | | e 

3 This Severity to their Brethren was attended 
with a ſcandalous Clemency to the Enemy. 

1. SUCH a way of dealing with God's People af. 
ter the common Deliverance he had given them, was 


aà Notorious Argument how little Religion had to do 


in theſe Mens Hearts. Tho' they were but lately in 
Bondage, and by the Rivers of Babylon dropping a Tear 
upon every Thought of Sion, yer from that Softueſs 
they became inſenfible to the Groans of Miſery, 
Theſe very Perſons had bur newly carch'd at an Op- 
portuniry that the Proclamation gave them to build 
the City and the Temple, and the thiek Cloud that 
hung over them all rhe while rhey were doing it, one 


would have thought ſhould have kept them ſerious 


and yet you ſee that Nehemiah argues upon the Infi- 
deliry and Arkeiſm of ſuch a Practice. It x not good 
that ye do; ought ye not to walk in the Fear of the Lord 
our God ? In which Reproof, he ſhows them that the 


Fear of God extends itſelf farther than meer Devoti- 
on. It was not rearing the Temple; it is not build. 


ing of Churches that will protect a People in the ne- 
glect of their Brethren; for by Mercy and Truth Iniqui- 
ty is purged, and by the Fear of the Lord Men depart 
From Evil, It is not belonging to a good Society or 
running out in a Zeal for it, that will anſwer the End 
of Religion. The Wiſdom that deſcends from above is 
full of Mercy and good Fruits. The People guilty of 
theſe Abominarions, were of the pureſt Church then 
in the World, and had lately ſhown a, Regard 

ro their Peculiar; and yer they are doing that which 
is ſcandalous to all the Profeſſions of Piery. 


the Glory of aDELIVERANCE. | 
2. THIS Courſe was enough to draw in à Diſ- 
grace upon the Cauſe itſelf, , as Nehemiah:tells them, 
we ought to Mull in the Fear of the Lord our God, be- Ver. 9. 
cauſe of the Reproach of the Heathen our Enemies. He 
was always afraid of any Thing that might give the 
Perſians a Handle to think with a Contempt of their 
Religion. Ezra had rather ran the Hazard of his 
Life, than of the Reputation that ought to be main- 
_ rain'd upon the Intereſt of God: I was aſhamed to re- 
e of the King a Band of Soldiers, and of Horſemen to 
help us againſt the Enemy in the way, becauſa we had 
ſpoken to the King, ſaying, The. Hand of our God u upon 
all them for good that ſeek him, but hu Power and bs 
Wrath ij againſt all them that forſake him. He durſt 
not beg for a common Protection leſt it had look d 
like a Diffidence of the Promiſes; but if want of 
Faith is a Scandal to any Cauſe, I'm ſure want of 
Charity will be more ſo. What a Jeſt would the E- 
nemy make of all the Pretences the Jews had, either 
upon the Head of Religion or Liberty? Theſe Men 
that would not take a Devotion of our Forming, will 
have a Morality of their own : They hate one fort of 
Idolatry, but they love Covetouſneſs, which is really a- 
nother: And with what Pretence can they talk of 
Freedom to us, when they deny it to their Brethren? . 
When the Jews went into Captivity, they were re- 
ceivd with a general Scorn, they had not the uſual 
Pity that is giygn to Priſoners of War, but were by 
every one lookM upon as a vile and a wretched Na- 
tion, When they enter d unto the Heathen whither they Ezek. 
went, they profan'd my holy Name, when they ſaid unto xxxvi. 2035 
them, Theſe are the People of the Lord, and are gone 21. 
Forth out of by Land; but 1 had pity for my holy Name, 
which the Houſe of Iſrael had profan'd whither they went; 
and now they are doing the ſame thing in their Re- 
turn from Captivity, which was enough to make 
the People that convers d with them think that Reli- 
g ion, the Rights of Mankind, Liberty, and Property were 
only Muſical Sounds to leave a delighful Touch upon 
the Ear, and then be gone for ever. Nehemiah knew 
that their Conſtitutian was but young and tender, and 
there were Enemies on every Side to make an Ada 
3 | S | vantage 
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rage of rhe leaſt Error; and could a Story of this 
Nature be carry d to King Darius, that the Rulers 
and Nobles among the Fews were Itſfatiable in their 
Avarice, and the common People more Slaves to 
Them than they had been roHim, he would have re- 
call'd his Decree: Or, if by the Laws of the Coun- 
try, he could nor do that, he might let looſe thoſe 
ravening Enemies upen them, who wanted no more 
than Leave to ſwallow them up; and indeed, if this 
was the Caſe, the poor People had better have gone 
back again, they had a Severer Bondage in Canaan 
than they had in Babylon, "TY 
AND ſo it is in our Day, Equal Juſtice, Publick 
Rights, Freedom of Conſcience, and Secure Proper- 
ty, are whar all Mankind both underftand and ad- 
mire ; nor would ever any Claims for theſe. have 
been call'd Treaſon, if the People that us d the Words 
had been true to the Thing: But when Perſons begin 
to Plunder thoſe whom they once Protected, whatever 
They ſay upon the Head of Liberty and Privilege 
paſſerh for nothing: The Cauſe looks ſcandalous as 
it comes out of their Lips. The Kingdom of God, take it 
both in a Divine and a Political Senſe, does nor conſiſt 
in trifling Diſtinctions and Badges of a Party, but in 
8 Righteouſneſs, Peace and Foy, and he that in theſe things 
ee . ferveth Chriſt is acceptable to God, and will be approv d 
17. "of Man: Such a generous and unbiaſs'd Engagement 
in the Cauſe of a Nation will make.zzs way to every 
one's Conſcience ; bur tis at the brflth. of this Inte- 
grity that thoſe profane Noiſes come in, which our 
Ears have heard. Perſons would lay the Title of God 
upon the Luſts of Men, and call thoſe the Lord's A- 
nointed who were his greateſt Enemies, making our 
Religion the Property of an Atheiſt, and our Liber- 
ties a Morſel to a Tyrant. 5 
3. THESE Jens that were ſo very ſevere to their 
Brethren run into another Practice equally ſcanda- 
lons, and that is an unrighteous Clemency to their 
Enemies. One would think the beſt Paſſion left in 
Humane Nature fince the Fall, is that of Piry ; and 
overt even this makes ſad work in the Conduct of a 
Covetous Man, he denies it where it is due, and he 
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rvert publick Juſtice: Now this unevenneſs of 

Temper, that a Man fhall be all Mildnefs ro ſome, and 

Cruel to others, flows from a Vicious love of himſelf, - 

he conſiders no Equity, but only what he can get from 

his Friends by ſqueezing them, and from his Ene= | 

mies by ſparing them: and this Crime had ftole in- DE 

to the Hearts of rhoſe who once ſtrengrben'd their 

Hands for the good Work that Nehemiah came about. 

The firft Man that we meet with in the Lift of Buil- 

ders, was __ the . e He is plac d there Neh. iii. r: 

either for the Dignity of his Office, or the earlineſs of 
his Zeal, and yet he Having overſight over the Cham- Ch. xiii. 

. bers of the Houſe of God was allied unto Tobiah, either by 4. 
a Marriage, which was ſo often forbid in their Law, 
or by ſome uncommon degree of Friendſnip. Now 

there was nor a Viler Enemy that the Jews had; He 
was originally an Ammonite, one of the curſed Race, 
concerning whom God had given Orders that they 
Should not come into the Congregation of the Lord for ever. Ch. xiii. 
And befides, the firſt time we read of him, he is . 
call'd a Servant, as if he was of a mean and deſpica- Ch. ii. 10. 
ble Family; and ow'd his Riſe to ſome groſs and 
lowly Drudgery to the Luſt of his Maſter. This 

Wretch had made a Jeſt of their Cauſe, and when 
he could not oppoſe them by open Violence, did it 
by Sneering, Tas he that ſaid thoſe cutting Words, | 
Even that which they build, if a Fox go up he ſhalt break Cn iv 
down their Stone Walls : And yer to that Excefs did Cu. 3. 
the High Prieſt carry his Regard for this Man, that 

he prepar'd for him the Treaſure Chamber in the Tem- Ch. xiii 
ple, where they usd to lay the Meat Offering and the 5 . 
Frankincenſe, and the Veſſels, and the Tythes of the Corn, 
the new Wine, and the Oil, (which was commanded to be 
given to the Levites, and the Singers, and the Porters) 
and the Offerings of the Prieſts, So that here's the 

Houſe of God Polluted, and his Servants Starv'd meer- 

ly to gratify One who had no other Merit than being 


the High Prieſt's Relation. | | 

SUCH Things as theſe will always entangle the 
Publick Cauſe. This Eliaſhib acted far beneath the 
Spirit of his Anceſtors, of whom it is remember'd, in 
| 0 C 2 their 
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Deut. their Zeal for God, that he ſaid unto his Father and his 
xxxiii. 9. Mother, I have not ſeen him; neither did he acknowledge 
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| Neh. xiii. is Brethren, nor knew his own Children; But this Man 


29.  defiled the Prieſthood, and had corrupted the Covenant of 
Levi. Nehemiah found it very hard to puſh on his 
Defigns thro' the Snares that Tobiah laid for him: 
The Oppoſition that he made to their Work was pub- 
lick enough ; he would needs have come at the Head 
ch. iv. 8. of an Army to fight againſt Jeruſalem, and hinder it; 
and yet tho' the People had been watching, and work- 
ing, and praying, in a great deal of Fear, becauſe of 
this Man; no ſooner was their Danger over, but he 
who had been their Terror, becomes their Darling; 
5 he forms a numerous Party againſt Nehemiah himſelf: 
One would think it impoſſible, that a Man who had 
ſo often deceiy d, ſhould ſtill have it in bis Power to 
perſuade; and yet you ſee he hath Ways to get 4 
Prophet of the Lord on his ſide; who under a Pretence 
of Friendſhip would have had the Governor done a 
ch. vi. 10. Thing cowardly and profane, "Tis ſtrange, that Bri- 
| bery ſhould have ſuch a force, that a Man of a holy 
Character ſhall be prevail'd upon to delude a Perſon 
that had ventur'd his Life for them, and pur him 
upon doing a Thing which would have ruin'd their 
whole National Cauſe; nay, and more than that, 
for a Sum of Money be will both betray his Prince, 
yer.12,13, and belye his God ; for this was the Caſe : Lo, I 
pPeerceiv'd God had not ſent him, but that he pronounced 
this Prophecy againſt me; for Tobiah and Sanballat had 
 bired him, therefore was he hired, that I ſhould be afraid, 
and do fo, and ſin, and that they might have Matter for 
an evil Report, that they might reproach me. And what 
a Cabal there was te form this Plot, you ſee in his 
ver. 14. Prayer; O my God, think thou upon Tobiah and San- 
55 ballat, according to their Worle; and on the Propheteſs 
Noadiah, and the reſt of the Prophets, that would have 
put me in fear. Nor did this publick Enemy ſtick at 
corrupting the Levites, but he wrought himſelf into 
the good Eſteem of the Quality, They held a trai- 
terous Correſpondence with him, and both by his own 

and his Son's Marriage into their Families, they ſer. 
him vp for a Man of Merit. Strange ane 
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They do this on purpoſe to ſnake the preſent Govern- 
ment, betraying Nehemiah's Counſels, and weakning 


_ Lo TAE De 


his Hands. In thoſe Days the Nobles of Judah ſent Let- ver. 1, 


Meſhullam, the Son of Berechiah : Alſo they reported his 
good Deeds before me, and utter d my Words to him, and 


Tobiah ſent Letters to put me in fear. What a Wonder 
zs it that a Cauſe ſo inrangled. ſhould ever proſper j 

Bur nothing is roo hard for GOD ; He that forms zech 
the Spirit of Man within him, can give his Servants a 1. 


Soul equal to the Burden and Hear of the Day. Ne- 
hemiah often puts up that Prayer, O God, ſtrengthen 
my Hand,. . | 

WHEN any devote themſelves to the Intereſt 
of a People, they muſt look for ſuch Difficulties as 
theſe are ; When Men ſhow no Mercy to their Bre- 
thren, that Paſſion is like the Tide which runs with 
an inequality, in ſome Caſes flows as much too high, 
as in others it 1s too low: As ſoon as ever. you 


find that they mind their own Things, you may ex- 
pect they'll break all the Rules both of diſtributive 


and penal Juſtice : And of this His Majeſty hath ex- 
preſſed a Royal Senſe in his laſt Proclamation for cal- 
ling a new Parliament: I can't forbear reading you 
ſome Paſſages our of ir, that as you muſt have ob- 
ſery'd he hath very much of Nehemiah's Troubles, you 
may with Pleaſure ſee he is acted by his Spirit. He 
owns thoſe remarkable ſteps of Pzodidence that bzo't 
him in ſafety to theCrown of theſekingdoms,notwith- 
ſtanding the Deſigns of evil Men, who ſhewed them- 
ſelves diſaffected to the Succelſion, He rakes notice, 


That they have ſince with the urmoft degree of Ma- 


lice mifrepꝛeſented him, and attempted by many 


falſe Duggeftions to render him ſuſpected to his Peo- 


ple: He is aware of the Danger theſe Meaſures muſt 


involve us in, and for this Reaſon, that the miſcar- 


riages of Others may not be imputed to him, he i. 
nifics to the whole Ringdom the Concern he had on 


his acceſſion to the Czown to find the publick Affairs 


under 


4 


- 


ters to Tobiah, and the Letters of Tobiah came unto 18, 19. 
them, for there were many in Judah ſwern unto him; he- | 
cauſe he was the Son-in-law of Shecaniah. the Son of 

Arah, and his Son Johanan had taken the Daughter of 
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under the greatef Miſſitulties: And that, Be was 
Curp2iz'd ro obferve, That the Debts of rhe Natton 
were very much increaſed fince the Contluſton of the 
laſt Mat. And truly rhis is a Matter fo obvious and 
eaſy to be known, that we muſt think the Hearts of 
People are very grofs, who either have not diſcover d it, 
or would not reſent it. There was one Years Tax to 
pay an Army for not Fighting: You had leſs Charge 
to maintain the Generals who were à Terror to Evil 
Doers, than ſome Negative Heroes that bore the Sword in 
vain: And even ſince thoſe Sham-Campaigns are ar 
an End, any one who reads over the Publick Ac- 
counts will find, that there hath been more Gold laid 
cout in Laecaring the Peace, than was need ful ro have 
/ cc 5 
AND ſhall our Eyes turn again to ſuch as made 
themſelves rich with the Sale and Spoils of their 
Country ? If you were to be their Victims, they 
Mould be yeurs ; ſhall any fo. far impoſe upon you as 
ro ſay of meer golden Calves, Theſe are thy 
Gods, O Ifrael, that brought thee out of Egypt 
This you know prov'd the Blaſt of the Revolution: It 
gave Life to the Faction that was ſtun'd before, and 
made the fame People a ſecond Time dare to undo 
you: Tis ſeldom that you find any ſuch thing as Po- 
lirical Reformation, as if Men that have enter'd into 
the Deſigns of ſelling their Country, were given up 
to a Heart that cannot repent: Mercy to ſuch, is a 
Contempt of the Groans you hear at preſent, and a 
Preparation for more to come. We found it fo in 
King Milliams Reign: The Act of Indemnity un- 
chain'd the Beaſts of Prey, and let them do their old ' 
Miſchief over again: Men came into Places with the 
Blood of your murder'd Patriots upon them; and 
what did they do there, but continually clog the 
Wheel that ought ro have cruſn'd them? They 
ford the King into a Peace, and then quarrel'd 
with him for making it. Tho' the Hand of God is 
is eminently ſeen in theſe Things; for if either Princes 
Job xv. or People will !-uſt in Vanity, Vanity ſhall be their R- 
31. compence. An Enmity to your Conſtitution is ſtill the 
1 5 lame, tho it appears in different Forms: The Parti- 
tion- 
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neſs of theſe Kingdoms. We muſt lock for he 
Spring of theſe Noble Reſolutions where Ezradidi _ * 
1 Ded be the Lord God. of cur Fathers, who bath put Ezrhii. 
ſuch a Thing as this into the King's Heart: Bur that 27. 
leads me to rhe _ CV 
III. OBSERVATION from the Hiſtory befote you, 
Thar theſe Diſorders muſt be redreſs d, if we expect 
a Return of the Divine Mercy. I have hinted ak 
ready at the Neceſſity of this, That it was rowling 4- 
ea their Mus; a keeping up a facred, Unity to 
their own Profeſſion; turning their Words into Life 
and Realities, and ſo cutting off Occaſion from them, 2 Cor. xi. 
that deſir d Occaſicn. The Argument that the Apoſtle 12. 
uſerh to a Church, will have the ſame Weight in the 
State: Nt do wrong and defraud, and that your Brethren; 1 Cor. vi. 
know ye not thas the Unraghteous fhall net inherit the 8,9. 
Kingdom of God 2 Theſe Things are bork a Scandal 
to any Intereſt, and like a Moth they eat ints it. 
Mercy and Truth preſerve the King, and his Throne is up- Prov. xx. 
held by Mercy: But it never either can or will be ſo in 23. 
the Reverſe to this; GOD. is offended, his People 
are inſecure : The very Giveonites themſelves,” the: 
they were condemned to a perpetul Bondage, yet 
having been injur'd, are deſired ro bleſs the Inheri- 
tance of the Lord, which they could not do till Juſtice 
was done upon the Man that conſumed them, and who 2 Sam. 
had deviſed againſt them, that they ſhould be deſtroy d xxi. 5. 
from remaining in any of the Courts of Iſrael, This is 
both a Divine and Humane Article in our Delive- | 
rance : GOD requires it, that Judgment ſhould re. — 
turn unto Righteouſneſs ; and Men expect it, chat * 
| | | ; 
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Pal. xciv. the upright in Heart may follow after. He mentions 
15- - that as a Thing by which he will compleat the Hap- 
Ezekiel pineſs of his People. They ſhull dwell in their Land 
xXviii. 26. and build Houſes, and plant Vineyards; yea, they ſhall 
dwell with Confidence when I have executed Judgment up- 
on all that deſpiſe them round about, and they ſhall know 
that I am the Lord their God. But I need carry this 
Argument no further in ſhewing, That a Redreſs is 
needful; I will rather give my Thoughts another 
Turn, in letting you ſee that it is poſſible: The Caſe 
is very dangerous, bur ir is not deſperate: There's a 
gracious G OD, who takes part with them that own 
lis Intereſt. Nehemiah puts all the Succeſs of his Go- 
© ernment upon this; when he diſcover a Plot, or 
when he did any thing Great and Noble, it was ſtill 
according ro the good Hand of his God upon him; you 
ſee he does nor give over, tho' new Troubles ſprung 
up ſo faſt. His Adminiſtration was a Chain of 
Ioils, ſcarce any Part of it could be call'd eaſy, bur 
as GOD had ſent him to the Work, he furniſh'd 
him with a Greatneſs of Soul for ir. You ſee the 
Methods that he took, and they'll ſeldom fail of an 
equal Succeſs. | 
1, He ſet an Aſſembly againſt them to put them 
as. 
2. He argued with them to put them to Shame, 
3. He took a Promiſe and an Oatſ of them to keep 
them ſteddy. Ee 
1. HE enterd into the moſt proper Methods to 
pur them into Fear: This is the firſt Paſſion you can 
work upon in a wicked Man, becauſe as for Shame, 
in many Caſes, they are paſt it ; and therefore Nehe- 
miah begun at the right End of the Cure, engaging a 
8 popular Diſdain of thoſe who had done ſo many pub- 
1 Tim. v. lick Injuries. They that Sin are to be rebuked before all, 
20. that others alſo may fear. Not in thoſe gentle and 
ſafter Ways that will make Imprefſion enough upon 
Modeſty; but according to the degree of their Guilt 
Prov. xvii. and the Brawnineſs of the Sinner; for a Reproof will 
5 10. enter more into a wiſe Man, than an hundred Stripes in- 
5 to 4 Fool. I am not certain that by this great Aſſem- 
* bly which Nehemiah fer againſt them, may not be 
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meant their grand Council that is uſually call'd the 
Sanhedrim, which anſwers to our Parliament; tho 
there are ſo many Diſputes about the firſt Inſtitution 
of that Court. Whether it was as old as Moſes or 
bears a later Date, that I will not deliver it as an 
Opinion: However, his ſetting this Aſſembiy againſt 
them, muſt be either underſtood of ſuch a repreſentative 
Body, or of the whole People in general; and in oe 
of theſe Caſes, there was a certain View of Juſtice: 
Nor bur that the Grand Council of a Nation may be 
be corrupted, and ſcreen the Villain that they ought 
to purſue. Tis againſt theſe that the Pſalmiſt argues, 
God ſtands in the Congregation of the Mighty, he judgeth pf Ixxxii. 
among the Gods; How long will you judge unjuſth, and 1, 2, 45, 
accept the Perſons of the Wicked? Deliver the Poor and 3 
Needy ; rid them out of the Hand of the VYicked : They 
| know not, neither will they underſtand : All the Foundati- 
ons of the Earth are out of Courſe. And 'ris an Obſer- 
vation that Salomon made, I ſaw under the Sun the Place Eccl. iii. 
of Judgment, that WWickedneſs was there; and the Place 16. 
of Righteonſneſs, that Iniquity was there. The Wicked | 
in a Body, as well as in a ſingle Perſon, Blejs the Co- Pal. x. 4. 
vetous whom the Lord abhors : Bur when it is ſo, if God 
hath any Mercy in Store for a Land, he weighs à Path Prov. xi. 
For his Anger; tho Hand joyn in Hand, the Wicked 21. 
ſhall not go unpuniſhed, that the Seed of the' Righteous | 
may be deliver d: If thou ſceſt the Oppreſſion of the Poor, Eccl. v. 9. 
and the violent perverting of Judgment and Fuſtice in a 
Province, marvel not at the Matter, for he that is higher 
than the higheſt regards it, and there be higher than they, 
"Tis no ſuch Rarity for a great Man to be ſure of car- 
rying his Point againſt the Cry of Innocence: Job 
ſpeaks of this, rho' he durſt not uſe it: If I have lifted Job xxxi. 
up my Hand againſt the Fatherleß, when I ſaw my Help 20, 22. 
in the Gate, then let mine Arm fall from my Shoulder 
Blade, and be broken from the Bone: This is what he | 
blam d in others; He will ſurely reprove you, if you do Chap, «iii, 
ſecretly accept Perſons. | 4 
BUT when GOD ſtirreth up in a People the 
ſame Tenderneſs for the Publick that they have for 
their own Concerns, then ſhall Judgment run down our 
Streets like a River, and Equity as a mighty _— - \ 
| | 01 4 
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Prov. vi. For in that Caſe ir will be found that Yealayſy is the 
34, 35- Rage of a Man, therefore he will not ſpare in the Day of 
Vengeance : Hell not regard any Ranſom, neither will be 

reſt contented, tho thou giveſt many Gifts, Tis ſuch a 
Spirit as this, that God will pour out upon his Ser- 
vants when great Babylon comes in remembrance before 
Rev.xviii. him: Reward her as ſhe hathrewarded you: double unto her 
6. double, in theCup which ſhe bath filled: fill to her double: Such 
a Juſtice as this will be an Emblem of thoſe glorious 
Didſtributions that are given in an higher Way. When 
Rev. xx. an Angel comes down from Heaven, having the Key of 
1, 2, 3. the Bottomleſs-Pit, and a great Chain in his Hand; and 
| lays hold on the Dragon, that old Serpent, wno is the De- 
vil and Satan, and ſhuts him up, and fets a Seal upon 

bim, that he ſhall deceive the Nations no more. The 

Prince who hath ſet his Heart to the Law, and to the 

Houſe of God, need not deſpair even in a Time of 
great Corruption. Nehemiah had as much Reaſon, 

for Diffidence as the Pſalmift, when he ſaid, 7/ho 
Pal. xciv. will riſe up for me againſt evil Doers, who will ſtand up 
16, for me againſt the Workers of Iniquity? For if the rich 
Men were all in the Crime, and the poor all in 
the Danger, the one would not vouchſafe to hear, as 
the other would nor dare to ſpeak : Bur he ventures 
that, and finds a great Aſſembly that will joyn with 
him in wiping off the publick Scandal. 

2. HAVING made himſelf ſure of a good Num- 
2 on his fide, he puts them to Shame ; and there's 
all rhe Force thar Argument can have, as he Rea- 
ſons with them: He ſheweth them, Fir#, That ir is 
expreſly againſt a Divine Command: I confulted with 
myſelf, and I rebuked the Nobles and the Rulers, and ſaid 
unto them, ye exact Uſury every one of his Brother; the 
very Thing that God had forbid. And, Secondly, 
That it is running back from the Zeal that they had 

already ſhown, and the Succeſs that God had ho- 
Ver. 3, nour'd them with. We, after our Ability have redeemed 

our Brethren the Jews, that were ſold unto the Heathen, 

and will ye even ſell your Brethren > Nay, Thirdly Thar 
it puts themſelves into the Character and Crime of 
Tyrants; Shall they be ſold unte us? Shall we bring 
the Spirit of Ealylen into the Land of Canaan, and be 
| as 
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Ver. 7. 


have made the fame Advantage. I likewiſe with my 


ſhould not rranſgreſs in Fudgment. 
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as vile to one another as the Heathen were to us all 
Fourthly , He Inſinuates that others, beſides them, could 
Brethren and my Servants, might exact of them Money W 
and Corn: And, Fifthly, He joyns the Sweetneſs of an 
Importunity with the Gravity of a Command. T pray Ver. 11 
you let us leave off this Uſury; reſtore, I pray you, unto © * 
them, even this Day, their Lands, their Vineyards, and 

their Olive yards, and their Houſes, and the hundredth 

Part of their Money, of the Corn, of the Wine, and of the 

Ol that ye exact of them, Now, I know, you will ex- 

pect to heat the Succeſs of theſe honeſt Endeavours ; 

and ir was as much as he could wiſh, and a great deal 

more than he could hope for: His Argument con- 
founds them, They held their Peace, and find nothing to v Wo 
anſwer , bh, 8 move them, 0 then We ET, 
they, Ve will reſtore them and require nothing of them; 

ſo will we do as 155 est: he Hart of * you ſee, Lo = 


* 


are in the Hands of the Lord, und be turns them as the 
Rivers of Water, £5 . 

SUCH a Blefling as this upon the Attempts we 
make, is worth all our Pains and Toil: Any one 
would have thought that it was not ſafe for Nehemiah 
to run the Hazard that he did, that it would bur exa- 
ſperate, becauſe, tis plain, the Landed Intereſt was 
againſt him, and if he miſcarried in this Affair, it 
would expoſe his Government, be a Handle to the 
Publick Enemy, and make the Burden heavier upon 


the poor People, Theſe are the Argumenrs of Fear 


and Lazineſs ; for Cowardice generally paſſeth for 
Prudence, as a very nice Obſerver hath told us: The 
Sluggard is wiſer in his own Conceit, than ſeven Men that proy. xxvi 


can render a Reaſon. Bur Nehemiah had put his Hand 16. 


to the Plow, and had he look d back, he could not have 

been fit for that Kingdom of God, where he did theſe Luke ix. 
eminent Services. He knew this was as much God's alt. 
Cauſe that he pleaded againſt the Jews, as they were 

his Battles that he fought againſt the Ammonites ; and 

that he who had ſtrengthen d his Hands for the War, 
would be with his Mouth and his Lips, that they 
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Ver. 12. 


Ezra ix. 
1, 2, 3+ 


Ezra x. 3. 


Ver. 19. 


Nek. ix. 
. - 


Ch. x. 29. 


3. HE took a Promiſe from them, and had it 
confirm d with all the Solemnity that was poſſible: 
Icalled the Prieſts, and took an Oath of them that they 
ſhould do according to this Promiſe, © Perhaps he called 
theſe Prieſts as the chief of the Criminals; for we 
find all along that they were a dead Weight upon 
the good Cauſe. In Exra's time, when the Hand of 
God was heavy upon them for raking of Strange 
Wives, the Reformation began among the Princes, 
and in their Complainr, they tell who had moſt of 
the Guilt; The Prieſts and the Levites have not ſepa- 
rated themſelves from the People of the Land ; tho'ar the 
fame time they are ſo ingenuous as to confeſs that 
the hand of the Princes and the Rulers had been chief in 
this Treſpaſs: And this intangl'd them too in Ne- 
 bemiah's Days: He mentions a Notorious Caſe, that 
One of the Sons of Joiada, the Son of Eliaſhib the High 
Pricſt, was Son-in-law to Sanballar, the Horonite there- 
fore I chaſed him from me. 5 
OR it may be, all that is here meant by his calling 
the Prieſts, was, that they might be Witneſſes to 
the Oath, that he took from the Rules The ma- 
king of Oaths common, is making them cheap, and in 
a little while will bring a Deadneſs upon the Con- 
ſcience : But in the Hiſtory before us, there were ſe- 
veral great turns which led them into theſe Solemni- 
ties. In Ezra's time one of the People propos d, Le: 
us make a Covenant with our God to put away all the 
Strange Vives, and theſe that are born of them, according 
to the counſel of my Lord, and of thoſe that trembled at the 
Cemmanament of cur Gud, and let it be done according to 
the Law: And it is obſerv'd of the Levites that they 
gave their hands that they would do ſo. And in Nehemi- 
a/'s Adminiſtration, after a long Confeflion and Pray- 
er, they cloſe irin that manner : Becauſe of all this 
we make a ſure Covenant, and write it, and our Princes, 
Levites and Prieſts Seal to it. You have the Names of 
thoſe that Seal'd it in the Tenth Chapter; and it 
is ſaid of the reſt, That they clave to their Brethren, 
their Nebles, and enter d into a Curſe, and into an Oath 
to walk in God's Law which was given by Moſes, This 
was laying ut as faſt upon every Man's Conſcience as 
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Nehemiah could do. And when he hath gone thus 


far, he only foretells and repreſents to them the 
danger of being Unfaithful; alſo I ſhook my Lap, and 


ſaid, iſo God ſhake. out every Man from his Houſe, and 


from his Labour who performs not this Promiſe, even thus 
be he ſhaken out and emptied. © +2 
IV. *'T1IS an eminent Inſtance of God's Favour to 

a People thus abus d, when he ſets over them a Go- 
vernour, who is rouch'd with a Senſe of their Miſe- 
ries. "Theſe Changes are of ſo much weight to the 


4 


Intereſt of his Glory, that the Conduct of them is . 


committed to a Redeemer. He that comes to ſave 


Hir oe From their Sins has taken into his own 
oth the Funds of Grace, and the Reins of : 
Providence. Tis to the Power and the Goodneſs of 


aà Meſſiah, that the Church aſcribes all their Delive- 


rance from publick Enemies; Thou haſt broken the Iſa. ix. 4, 
Toke of his Burden, the Staff of his Shoulder, the Rod of ++ 

his Oppreſſor, as in the Day of Midian ; for every Battle 

of the Warrior is with confuſed Noiſe, aud garments roll d 

in Blood, but this ſhall be with burning and fuel of Fire. 

Theſe Words are an Account of thoſe great Ways that 

God will rake to Reſcue his People from the Claws 

of Tyranny. Now the reaſon of the Hope that was in 

them, you find in the next Verſe; tis brought in as 

the Grand Security of what they were waiting for, 
For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the Ver. 6. 
Gevernment ſhall be upon his Shoulders. Tho his In- | 
carnation is to fetch us our of a greater Danger; he Gal. iv. 


was made of a Woman, and made under the Law, to re- 4, 5. 


deem them that were under the Law, yet it comprehends 
all the lower Salvations thar we have from the 
Wrath of Man, that being deliver'd from our Enc- Luk. vii. 
mies, we might ſerve him without Fear in Holineſs all our 74. 
Days. For if his Blood could redeem us from the 
Lau, certainly it will not leave us in a Bondage that's 
againſt Law. . 

AND laying out the Nature of this Privilege, is 
freaching Chriſt. Theſe are the Works that praiſe him; PC. exlv. 
and by diſcourfing upon em, bis Saints ſhall bleſs him. 10 — 13. 


| They ſhall ſpeak of the Glory of his Kingdom, and talk of 


his Power, to make known unto the Sins of Men his migb- 
: 2 , #» 
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ty Adds, and the glorious Majeſty of bis Kingdom. 
his Kingdom is an everlaſting Kingdom, and his Domini- 
on endures to all Generations, In the eighth Chapter of 
the Proverbs, when he ſpeaks of himſelf under rhe 
Name of W/:/dom, he dess not only tell us of thoſe 
Things that enter into the Myſtery of our Redempti- 
on, but of the Ways that He takes to poiſe the World, 
and keep up an Order and Harmony in it. It's true, 
we are chiefly concern'd in what he ſays of his rejoz- 
cing in the babitable Parts of the Earth, and having his 
delight among the Sons of Men: But, beſides chat, tis 
from Him that we have the Bounties of Nature, and 
from Him the Concord of Providence. *Tis He thar 
Ver.27,29: ſet a compaſs upon the Face of the Deep, and gave to the 


— 


Sea his Decree, that the Naters ſhould not paſs his 


| Commandment : And He that has guarded us from that 
/ Element, has the ſame Care that we ſhall nor be over- 
| run with a Deluge of Power and Cruelty ; for by Him 


ver. 15, Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice, i. e. By his 


Grace in themſelves, or by his Love to the People 
that are under em. When they are qualify'd to the 


— 


Honours they wear, and the Charge that is upon 


them, tis He that works them for the ſelf-ſame Thing. 
They are not by Him in any other Senſe; He does 


not in theſe Words, ſet up a Court of Equity to try 


Luke xii. their Titles, being not made a Judge, or a Divider over 
14. them. He has nothing to do in raiſing up of Tyrants: 
Pſal. x. 18 · Oppreſſors are Men of the Earth, and He diſclaims a 


Hoſ. viii. ſhare in them. They ſet up Kings, but not by me ; and 


37 4. Princes, but I knew it not: This was when T/racl had 
caſt off the Thing that is good, Tis by his Influence 
that the Great Men of the World ſhall be fill d with a 
Zeal for the Reformation, and throw off their Depen- 
Rev. xvii. dance, upon the City that reigns over the Kings of the 
16,17,18.3 Earth: They ſhall hate the Whore, and make her deſolate 
and naked, and eat her Fleſh, and burn her with Fire; 
for God hath put it into their Hearts to fulfill bis Wil. 
He has a Polirical, as well as a Spiritual, Empire 
among the Children of Men. Twas He that order'd 
thoſe Tranſitions of rhe Monarchy from the 4/5rians, 
to the Medes and Perſians, and then to the Greeks; daſn- 
ing one mighty Kingdom againſt another for the Sake 


of 
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tte Glaryof a DELLVERANGE.- 3d. 
of his own People ;, Or, as it is call'd, ſifting che Na- Ifa. xxx. = 


tions with a Sieve of Vanity, that He might gather his 28. 
own Wheat into the Garner. Thus the Angel tells 
Daniel, I will return „e the Prince of Perſia; Dan. x. 
aud when I am gone fatth, lo, the Prince of Grecia ſhall 20, 21. 
come, and there is none tbat holds with me in theſe Things, - 
but Michael your, Prince. Nor would he be equal to 
the Dangers of his own People, withaut a Grearneſs 
of this kind. He muſt have Power. over all Fleſh, that 2 
he may be able ro give Eternal Life to as. many 45,God Joh. .xvii. 
has giuen him. He has his Majeſty on, purpoſe to 2. 
ſave the Poor and Needy, and redeem their Souls from De- Pſa. Ixxii. 
ceit and Violence, At that time, faith the Angel, ſpall 13. 14. 
Mictael and up, the great Prince: that ſtands for the Dan. xii. 1. 
Children of thy People, and then ſhall be a time of Trouble, 
ſuch as never was ſince there was a Nation even unto the 
ſame time, and at that time ſhall thy People be delivered, 
every One that is found written in the Book. I mention theſe 
Things, to ſhew you, That the Power of a Redee- 
mer over a Tyrant is a Doctrine of the Goſpel; an Ar- 
ticle of his Glory, to whom your Souls are commir- 
ted for eyerlaſting Life. You read of a Roman cloathed Rev. xii, 
with the Sun, and having the Moon under her Feet, and 1, 5. 
(he brought forth a Man-child, who was to rule all Nati 
ons with 4 Rod of Iron. Iudeed, we are there told, that ber 
Child was caught up to God and to his Throne, yet he has 
a Right of Government over the World: And this he 
uſes not ſo much in Perſon, by any viſible Acts of Do- 
minion, ſuch as Thunder, Earth-quakes and Miracles; | 
but he has committed it to his People, He that overcomes, Rev. ii. C̃, 
and heefs my Words unto the End, to him will I give Power 27. 
over the Nations, and he ſhall rule them with 4 Rod of 
Iran, as the Veſſels of a Potter ſhall they be broken to 
ſhivers, even as I have received of my Father, Thus you 
ſee under what View we have our Account of Politi- 
cal Mercies, Thar uſeful Governors are ſo many Bleſ- 3 
ſings from Him, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Rev. xvii. 
Lords. You find how divine a Tafte the Fews had of 14. : 
ſuch a Favour ; By the good Hand of our God upon us, Ezra viii 
they brought us a Man of Underſtunding. And that he 18. 
gave *em an eminent Inſtance of his Love in ſetting 
Nehemiah over *em, is what you willconſider with an 
Advantage under theſe three Heads: 1. The 
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TusTICE and. PRor ZT 


1. The Wickedneſs of thoſe that had gone before” 
him in the Office. 

2. The Principle of Religion char catry d him 
thro all his Adminiſtration: And, 

3. His frequent recourſe to che Mercy of God 
for Acceptance. One of theſe Characters ſhews that 
his Rule was the Law, and the other, that his Con- 
fidence was in the Goſpel. 


—— 


7 — — 1 
. 2 ; - 
— — 3 — 
— — A * A 


ARG Prius here v1 
— — — — 
1 


i 


Inn EEE ISS. 
* 
4 
Wo I 
do 


8 * 
— 2 
. —— TIES 
mY 


Eee — 3h —— 4 
— — — — — a 
_ _ — a= 
-F > CARIES Sr 
s — 
— F ws RO 


— — — 
en 
- > - > + - 


be more eminently the Work of God. If he would 
have been got by his Place, he had Examples enow. 


of Humane Nature, that when all the People were 
in Bondage, ſome of em would make it heavier to the 


10 Neh. v.! 5. Slaves. The former Governors that were before me, were 


ver, as a Fine or Bribe; yea, even their Servants bare 
Rule over the People, they "uſed them with Surlineſs and 


65 ries of others, tho' he has no way of doing it, bur 
by forgetting his own. Twas with this Spirit that 
(is one of rhe Thieves upon the Croſs reviled our Lord : 
| 4 Luk. xxili. If thou be Chriſt, ſave thy ſelf and us. *Tis nor a Pe- 


ſhows him how unſuitable ſuch a Carriage was to 
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that griev'd Moſes to the Heart, when he ſaw one 
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| own little Tyranny, that rather than loſe his Re- 
. | venge, he will refuſe his Deliverer, Pho made che a 
A5 | Fudge and a Prince over us ? 

| What an heavy Yoke muſt there be upon the 
„ Jews before Nehemiah's Time? They might well ſay, 
Lam. i 14. The Toke of my Tranſgreſſions is bound by his Hand, they 
5 are wreath'd and come upon my N--%, Here's a three- 


fold 
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reſt, tho themſelves were but a more exalted ſort of a 


their own Condition; Doſt thou not fear God, ſeeing | 
thou art the ſame Condemnation > This was a thing 


rs * 


1, THE Rarity of ſuch an faflance, foves it to 
have indulg'd himſelf in a Graſp ar all that could 
What he ſays of others betrays the groſs Corruption 


chargeable to the People, and had taken em Bread and 
Wine, theſe were Perquiſites, beſides forty ſhekels of Sil. 
| Cruelty. There cannot be a viler Diſpoſition than 


this, that a Man ſhall deſpiſe and aggravate the Miſe- 


| 39) 40. tition for Mercy, but a Scorn made up of Deſpair : 


Exod. ii. Iraelite abuſing another in Egypt; and yet he that 
13,—14. did his Neighbour wrong, is ſo much in love with his 
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fold Cord to make themUnhappy : Firſt, the Power ß 
the Balylohians; Secondly, che Pride of their own Go.. 
vernours ; and Thirdiy, the Sawcineſs of Servants, Ho W 
was the Beauty of Iſrael fallen! It bad been their Crx 
againſt the Enemy,. Servants Rule over in, and there it Lam. y 8. 
none to deliver out their hand; Princes are hang d up 127 
by the Hand, and the Faces of the Elders are not honoured. 
Bur there is ſomething more grating in what the Pro- 
phet mentions, The People ſhall be oppreſſed every one by Iſa. iii. 3. 
another, and every one by his Neighbour ; the Child ſhall be. 
have himſelf proudly againſt the Ancient, and the Baſe 4. 
gainſt the Hanourable. Thus indecent will Covetouſ- 
neſs be; but Nehemiah gives it as one Reaſon, Why 
For twelve years he requir'd not the Bread of the Governour, Ver. 18. 
becauſe the Bondage was heavy upon the People. The Ar- 
rumen: that Eliſha us d with Gehaʒi might have been 

rought with more weight into the Caſe before us; 
Ts this a time to receive Money and Garments, and aKings v. 
Olive. yards and Vine- yards, and Sheep, and Oxen 226. , 
Such a Selfiſhneſs looks very ill in a Day of General 
Sorrow. Nehemiah had a more Noble Tenderneſs. 
We may ſuppoſe him to be of a chearful Temper, be- 
cauſe he had never before been ſad in the King's preſence: 
He then liv'd. in rhe Fulneſs of a mighty Court, and 
had almoſt as grear a Diſtinction as Honour could 
give him, being the Cup-Bearer, ſo that he wanted 
nothing for himſelf; and yet he remembers, he feels, 
Feruſalem afar off : Tho he might apprehend ſome ,. _ 
Danger in looking Melancholy, which makes him ve- Ch. ii. 1. 
1) ſore afraid, when the King obſerv'd it, yet he both 213 · 
owns the Thing, and tells the Cauſe ; My ſhould 
not my Countenance be ſad, when the City, the Place ef my 
Father s Sepulchre lies waſte, and the Gates thereof are con- 
ſum'd with Fire? This made but little impreſſion upon 
thoſe that were before him : But 

YOU ſee the Good of a Publick Spirit; Tis a 
thing mightily ralk'd of, but the Apoſtle bimſelf 
complains that the Examples were very rare: He 
ſays of Timothy, I have no man like-minded, who will phil. ii 
naturally care for your State. ＋ all ſec, their own, = 20, 21. 
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ls, and to get 
this Temper 


is ever divided from the Title; and eſpecially fince it 
is ſo notorious, that if Great Men will indulge their 

., Wickedneſs, they feldom want Perſons who will 

Jer. xxiii. make both Law and Goſpel a Proſtitute. They ſay fill 
17H unto them that deſpiſe me, Ye ſhall have Pence, and they 


Service, when their Zeal, their Contrivance, their 


Lines drawn to this as the Centre. There's no great 
Happineſs in having Ignorance or Euxury made 


Pecl. x. Mo unto thee, O Land, when thy King is 4 Child, and 


* 


louſy, it argues both a wicked and a mean frame of 
Spirit, not to admire what he has done. And I am 
ſure to ſuch a Caſe as that, you may bring over Solo- 


2 IS. * 


Ecel.] vii. rers, Say not thou, what is the Camſe that former Days were 
i 1% better than theſe, for thou doſt not wiſely enquire concern- 
ing this. | e 


that carry'd him thro all his Adminiftration. You. 
muſt underſtand it of ſomething higher than Humane 
Pity, tho' there was abundance of that in ir. And 
left any ſhould think that he manag'd in a ſneaking 


— 


With 


Royal, that Folly or Pride ſhould be fer in ignity. 


16, 17. thy Princes eat in the morning: Bleſſed art thou, O Land, 
| when thy King is the Son of Nobles, and thy Princes eat in 
due ſeaſon for Strength, and not for Drunkennefs, And 
whenever the Providence of God has plainly diſtin- 

guiſh'd the two Characters that are here mention d, 

it is ungrareful ro his Love and provoking to his Jea- 


> 


ſay to every one that walks after the Imagination of his 
own heart, no Evil ſhall come upon you. The Hand of 
God is eminently ſeen in fitting Perſons to a Publick 


Carriage, nay their very Pleaſures are all ſo many 


mon s Obſervation for rhe Confufion of all Murmur- 


2.ANOTHER thing chat ſhows how great an In- | 
ſtance of God's Favour it was to ſer ſuch a Perſon as + 
Nehemi«h over the Jews, is the Principle of Religion 


way, you find he keeps yp the Port of a Goyernour 


with all the Frugzliry of a Patriot, and the Tempe- 
neither bought we am Land: Moreover, there were at my ,, ig 
Table one hundred and fifty Jews and Rulers, beſides thoſe 
chat came unto Fram among the Heathen that are about w: 
New that whach 27 b. for me daily was one Ox, and 
ix choice Sheep; alſo Fowls were prepar'd for me, and once 
in ten days ſtors of all forts of Vine; ſo that you fee he 
underſtoad a Magnificence thar would ſer him above 
the Contempr of any, and yet far all this, required be 


” 


— 


1 
1 


not the Bread of the Governour, becauſe the Bondage was 

beam upon the Peaple, Now this is more than could 

be expected from Common Nature; for, as we are | 

in ourſelves; Me live in Malice and Envy, bateful and Tit. iii. 3. 
hating one another. But this good Man does with 
Juſtice put it upon a greater Principle; the Reaſon 

why he would not run into the Avarice and Haugh- 

tineſs of thoſe that went before him, was taken from 

another World, So did not I, becauſe of the Fear of God. 

YOU ſee how a Vein of Piery ſpreads thro all this F 
Story, when he firſt heard the News, that the Remnant of Ch. i. 3, 4 
the Captivity were in Affliction and Reproach, the Wall of 

Feruſalem broke down, and ebe Gates thereof burnt with 

Fire ; be ſat down aud wept, and mourned certain Days 
and faſted, and prayed before the God of Heaven, When 
he was to appear before the King with an unuſual Sad- Ver. 1. 
els, which for any thing I know, might be as much 
againſt Law, as coming in Sackcloth within the Palace- Eſth. iy, 
Gates. He is at Prayer again, Proſper, I pray thee,thy Ser- 2: 

vant this day, and grant him Mercy in the fight of this 

Man. When the King ask d him, What he would Chi ii. 4. 
have, he dare not anſwer the Queſtion, till he has 5 
wafred up a ſecret Deſire; I pray d unto the God of 

Heaven; and when he got his Requeſt, he looks at 

the Divinity that ſhone thro it; The King granted Ver. g. 
me according tothe good hand of my Gad upon me, This 
is what he runs to in all his Dangers; They made us Ch. vi. 9. 
afraid, ſaying, Their hands ſhall be weak-n'd from the 5 
Work that it be not dene; now therefore, O God, ſtreng- 

then my hands, And. * an happy Reformation 
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Mall a Perſon thus qualify'd carry on for the publick 
Service ? If tis Covetouſneſs thar brings him to rhe 
Government, he will be a nal Drain to his 
People : If 'ris Ambition, tho' that may give him a 
Diſdain that his Country ſhall be ſold to Foreign 
'Tyrants, yet it is always in Danger from himſelf, But 
if it is the Fear of God that ſupplies him with Rules, 
and a Love to Religion that fills his Spirit, he will 
think no Toil too much. Other Principles will grow 
rir'd, bur theſe make us never weary of Well-doing. 
You have in the laſt Chapter of this Book ſuch a Roll 
of Services, as nothing bur the mighty Grace of God 
could have 5 I.. 8 
Neh. xiii, HE fetches back the Levites, who had left their 
ID, 11. Work, and fled every one to his field, becauſe their Portions 
were not given them. He contended with the Rulers and 
 Jaid, Why is the Houſe of God forſaken > He took care 
ro keep the Sabbath as the holy of the Lord and honour- 
able; And in reſtoring of God's Worſhip, he did 
what was moſt Significant to it, and that was reform- 
ing the Miniſters ; 1 commanded the Levites that. they 
ſhould eleanſe themſelves, and that they ſhould come and 
keep the Gates to ſanfify the Sabbath Day. Nor can T 
look upon it to be any thing below Religion that 
would firſt make him enter into this Defign. As I 
have before obſerv'd, he wanted no perſonal Honour, 
being a Man of Figure at Court. There he liv'd at 
eaſe, for it's plain that Babylon was not then ſo Vile, 
as to have a Religious Teſt, but the Jews were admit. 
ed to Places of Truft and Profit. Here he might have 
Job xxix, died in hu neſt, and multiplied his days as the Sand. What 
18. was it that could draw him away from a Quiet and 
Splendid Life, to the Danger, Fatigue and Reproach 
that he had in his Undertaking * You muſt ac- 
Heb. iv. Count for this, as the Scripture does for the Behaviour 
24, 25, Of Moſes, That by Faith he refus'd to be call d the Son of 
26. Pharaoh's Daughter ; and choſe rather to ſuffer Afflicti- 
on with the People of God than enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin 
for a feaſon; eſteeming the Reproach of Chriſt greater 
Reiches than the Treafures of Egypt; for he had reſpect to 
#þe recompence of Reward, And yet 
. L 3. NE: 
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3. N EH EMIAH gives a further Evidence of his 
Religion, and thar he underſtood 2h Truth as it in 
Feſui, becauſe he recommends: himſelf to the Mercy 
of God for Acceptance. There are Paſſages that 

ſeem to look another way, as that, Think upon me, O Ch. v. 19; 
my God, for good, according to all that I have done for thi - 
People: And when he had pur rhe publick Funds into 
a better Way, and made Treaſurers over the Treaſuries © 

who were counted Faithful, and whoſe Office was to diſtri- hay. 111 
bute among their Brethren ; he lays, Remember me, O ; > 
my God, concerning thu, and wipe not out my good Deeds * 

that I have done for the Honour of my God, and for tbe 
Offices thereof, But there is one Place rthar ſhows 
how little Confidence he had in any Righteouſneſs of 

his own, Remember me, O my God, concerning this alſo, Ver. 222 
and ſpare me, according to the Greatneſs of thy. Mer g. 
Mercy ſuppoſes both Neceſſity and Unworthineſs. 

When we apply to that Perfection of the Divine Na- 

ture, tis an Argument that we have no Merit upon 

which any thing is owing, to us. And what is it that 

he means by being ſpar'd 2 deliver d from Enemies? 
not made the Reproach of the Fooliſh ; that he might 

live in the quiet Poſſeſſion of all his Toil? I don't 

deny that this is included: Bur he now ſpeaks of a 

future Indulgence; That God would ſpare. him Mal. iii. 
in the Day, when he makes up his Jewels. That he 16. 
might find Mercy at the Hand of the Lord in that Day; 2 Tim. i. 
And how comes the Mercy then ? In what Regard 16. 

does the Juſtice or the Goodneſs of God conſider vs, 
burt only as we are found in Chrift Jeſus? * 

YOU muſt not think that the Fews did not ſup- 

port themſelves with a View of this; for tho in 
ſeveral of their Hiſtories which are taken up with 

Political Affairs, there is little or no mention of a 
Meſſiah, yet the Reference they bore to him was un- 
derſtood; upon which the Apoſtle ſays, That al te Ads iii. 
Prophets from Samuel, and thofe that follow after, as 24. 
many as have ſpoken, have likewiſe foretold of theſe Days. 

And indeed, among them, there never was n o- 

| | 10G 
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Heb: iz. tion of Happineſs wiboue 


222 of Pardan but uponaSatigh 
xii. 24. 


Iſaiah 
xxxviii. 
b_ 


2 Cor. i. 


12. 


dantly to youwarde. Er 
FROM theſe Paſſages yon may abſerve, That 
no ſort of Evidence fits eaſier upon the Conſcience, or 
| looks brighter to Faith, than that which ariſes from 
a Publick Spirir. For this Reaſon the Martyrs al- 
ways have it; not that becauſertheir external Troubles 
are greater than others, for I believe the Torture of 
ſome Diſtempers is more acute than any Violence 
that Men can uſe againſt us; and upon my own Ac- 
count, I ſhall have as much Work for Faith and Pa. 
tience on a Sick-Bed, as at a Stake. But God doeg 
not uſually, give his Comforts with that Profuſion it 
the one Caſe, as he does in the other; and the Rea- 
ſon is plain, Becauſe in theſe Diſeaſes we ſuffer in a 
private Capacity, and therefore we alone myſt bear it. 
Bur in the other Caſe, we are rhe Servants of Chriſt, 
and a fort of Partners with him. This made theApoſtle 
rejozce in his Sufferings, becauſe they were forthe People; 
Col. i. 24. and ſo he filled up that which was bebind of the Aﬀi;Qi- 
ons of Chriſt in his Fleſh for bis Bodys ſake, which is the 
the Church. Private Sorrows are the Fruit of Sin, bur 
publick Trials are the. Reſult of Grace, they flow 
from Religion, and therefore have a nearer Claim to 
be maintain d by it. The believing Hebrews * _ 
orte 
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hovied to look $6 rhis as their main Evidence. e Hb. xc 
Nmembret the formiy Dogs, in which, after 32251 
Shuminated, ye endur du great | io bt of Alcione, park 
% whilſt ye became a Gag. Moch by Reproathes, and 
partly whilſt ye were Companions of them that were ſo _ 
ed; for ye had See of me te in Pte, and took. 
Re tee arterial, knowmg In yourſelves, 
hi ye had in Heaven a —— nee. 
Cut not awity therefore your Confidence, the Perſuaſion 
chat aroſe ar that Tune, which has great Recompenes of 


Rewards. - 
BUT yer, \ Mhis- is not our Juſtifying Rig tevnC.: 
nels; - The 3 Apoſtle Paul had rhe moſt of a Publick 
Spirit of any Man; he fcarce underſtood any Intereſt 0 
of bis on. Beſides theſe things that are without, chat 29 1. 1 
which came upon him daily was the Care of al the ( hurobes. 
Who was weak, and he was not weak > Who was offended 
and be burnt not? He labour d more —_— than = Tim, z 
them ll. He had fought a go mi d his 8 "2 
Courſe, and kept the Gabe 4 der fil be he Fires ro be p Phil. ili. 
found in Chriſt, not having on his own Reghteoufneſs. 9H. 
How happy is it for a People, when the Perſon fer 
over em ſhows with Nehemiah ſuch a regard to his 
Duty, to make him diligent ; and ſuch a Senſe of 
his Imperſection, as to keep him humble? By the fear 
of the Lord he magnifies God's Law, and by plead- 
ing for Mercy he advances his Grace. Long Trains 1 Sam. ii. 
of Bleſſings will follow ſuch an One, for 5590 aba 39, 
honour God, he will honour. © 
V. YOU farther obſerve, Thar rhe 8 
of Heaven will come down upon thoſe who do not fall 
in with the noble Meaſures that are recommended by 
ſo good a Prince: ' You ſee by this, that I take Næhe- 
miabs Words to be more than a Curſe, or laying out 
the Sentence which they deſerve : They are alſo a 
Prophecy to tell hem what would happen. The Cere- 
mony that he uſeth of ſhaking bis Lap, was agreeable 
ro thoſe zealous Ways that the Eaſtern Countries had 
3 expreſſing themlelves upon any great | 
ur 
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Matt. x. Our Saviour order 'd his Diſciples when they went into 


a City that would not receive them, or hear their Words, 
to ſhake off the Duſt of their Feet, which (he ſaub). 
would be a T:flimony againſt that Place. We find the 
Apoſtle Paul uſing the ſame Method that Nehemiah. 


Aa. will. did. ar. Corinth, .mben the Jews: oppoſed themſelves and 


blaſphem'd, he ſhook, his Raiment, and ſaid unto them, 
Your blood be henceforth upon your own Heads, and it was 
very ſignificant in the Garb of thoſe Countries, for 
there they wore long Garments ; and as ſhaking the 
Corner of theſe would throw off any thing that ftuck 
to them, ſo the good Man in my Text both wiſheth 
and threatens that God would deal; chus with every 
one that performs not the Promiſe. 4 
| 1. He was to loſe his Inheritance: And, 
2. His acquired Eftare 2 nds. ons 
3. If Humane Juſtice could not reach him in ei- 
ther of theſe, the Fudge of all the Earth would do right. 
1, ONE of the Things that he either deſites or 
pronounceth upon thoſe that were deceirful-in their 
Oath, was, That they might be turn'd out of the In- 
beritance of their Fathers; ſo oo Joly him out of his 
| Houſe, even ſo be he ſhaken out andemptied. And the 
Equity of ſuch a Blow is very plain, becauſe they had 
raken Houſes and Lands, and Vineyards in Mortgage, 
and therefore it is a Righteous Thing with God, that they 
who are for ingroſſing the Share of others, ſnould 


| Jam.ii.13. loſe their own. They ſhall have Judgment without Mer- 


cy, that ſiewed no Mercy, This, among the Jews, 
was the heavier Curſe ; becauſe their Poſſeſſions 
could not be forfeired or fold any longer than to the 
Year of Jubilee: But ſuch Men as theſe were not ro 
have the common Clemency of the Conſtitution. 
They did theſe Things to the raifing ofa Family, bur 


all rhe Succeſs of their Care and Luſt, was only a 


Ror ro what they had from their Fathers, and a 

Curſe to what they leave for their Sons. God lays up 

his Iniquity for his Children, he rewards him, and he 

ſhall know it. And it is threaten d againſt a Perſon 

who had been haughty enough, thar his * 
| | 1a 
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the Glory of aDELTVERANCE, 41 
ſhall be brought into char ſervile and ſneaking Way 
his Children will ſeck to pleaſe the Poor, and hu Hand ſhall. ch. xx. 10. 
y eſtore their Goods. 5 4 . 8 2 

2. BESIDES, they were to loſe what they had ra- 
ked together; and as the Curſe cauſeleſs ſhall not come, 
ſo what Nehemiah obſerves of being ſhook out of their 
Labour, is according to all the Rules of Providence 
that we have in Scripture. An Inheritance may be Prov. xx. 
gotten haſtily at the beginning; but the End thereof ſhall 21. 
not be bleſſed; and agreeable to this, are thoſe two | 
Obſervations that come very ſoon after: The getting of ch. xxi. 6, 
Treaſures by a Lying Tongue, 1s a Vanity toſſed to and fro of 7. 
them that. ſeek, Death; and the Robbery of the Wicked ſhall 
| deſtroy them, becauſe they refuſe to do Fudgment, Such 
an Execution as this, was ſometimes within the Reach 
of Humane Juſtice ; you have a Law to that Pur- 
poſe, They made a Proclamation throughout all Judah Ezra x. J, 
and Jeruſalem, unto all the Children of the Captivity, that 8. 
they JOE gather together, and whoever did not come with- 
in three Days, according to the Counſel of the Princes and 
. Elders, all his Subſtance ſhould be forfeited, and he him- > 
ſelf ſeparated from the Congregation of thoſe that had been : 
carried away Captive. Job is poſitive that ſuch a Mix- | 
ture of Vain-glory and Fraud falls within the Stroke | 
of Humane Equity: If I had ſaid, that Gold is mine Job xxxi- 
Hope; and to the fine Gold, thou art my Confidence; if I 25, 27,28. 
rejoyced, becauſe my Wealth was great, and my hand had 
gotten much; if my Heart had been ſecretly inticed, this was 4 
an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Judge, becauſe Thad de. 5 
nied the God that is above: But if it fails there, 

3. HE intimates, Thar the Fudge of all the Earth will 
do Right. God will ſnake them out, if Men do not, | 
for the Lord will not hold him Guiltleſs that takes his Lev. xx. a. 
Name in vain, He had made it a Law among the 
Jews, That if any one gave of hi Seed to Molech, he ſhou'd 

| ſurely be put to Death; the People of the Land were to 
ſtone him with Stones. This is the Fate that he had 
devoted them to; bur ir is not unuſual for Commu- 
nities to be corrupred, and therefore ſuppoſing a Re- 
laxation of Juſtice, God rakes the Matter into his own 
2: . F Hand ; 
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ver. 4,5. Hand; if the People of the Land do any way hide their 
| Eyes from the Man and kill him not; then will T ſet my 
Face againſt that Man, and againſt his Family, and will 
cut him off, and all that go a Whoring after him among 
PI vii.16. the People. Thus he u known by his Judgments that he 
executes, when the Wicked are ſnared in the Work of 
their own Hands. "Tis giving his Empire over the 
World ſuch a Diffuſion, that every one ſhall own it: 
Pſal. Iviii. So that a Man ſhall ſay, verily there 1 a Reward for the 
SF. Righteous, and verily there is a God that judgeth in the 
Earth, This is what Moſes pronounc'd upon the two 
Tribes and a half, Thar if they ſhuffled in the Pub- 
lick Cauſe, perhaps they might think themſelves ſe- 
Num. xxii cure from the Rage of Men; but they might be ſure 
23. their Sin would find them out. | 
VI. THE laſt Obſervation I ſhall give you from 
the Words, is this, Thar ſuch a Behaviour as Nebe- 
 miah's was, leads on ſo many publick Bleſſings, that 
ir ſupplies the People borh with rhe Arguments, and 
the Spirit of a Thankſgiving-Day, All the Congregati- 
on ſaid, Amen; and praiſed the Lord. Miſery had 
taught them to value thoſe Liberties which had been 
the Plunder of their Brethren, and were now the 
Care of their Governor; they look upon it as a To- 
ken for Good, and as it was ſaid in another Caſe, 
Hag ii. 19. From this Day God would bleſs them. You may here 
Obſerve their Joy. 
I. That it was Univerſal; It went thro all the 
Congregation. And. Es 
2. It was hearty ; They ſaid, Amen. And, 
3. Religious, They praiſed the Lord. | 
T, It was an Univerſal Joy : We read, Thar al 
the Congregation came into ir. If you comprehend 
thoſe in this Account, who had been guilty of 
cruſhing their Brethren, ir ſhows what a Turn the 
Grace of God had given to them ; for we are told in 
the laſt part of the Verſe, That the People did accord- 
ing to the Promiſe. And if theſe were among the Per- 
ſons that praiſed the Lord, it is apparent, that he had 
given them Repentance from dead Nr. But if =s 
5 | think 
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think that it is carrying the Matter too far, to have ſo 
much Charity for them, you may ſtill look upon it 
as a mighty Change in the Congregation; that a 
numerous Aﬀembly, who a little before gave in a 
heavy Cry, are now employing their Voices in ſhouts | 
of Praiſe; they had another Opinion of their State, 
and what Providence had done for them: They 
were lately ready to ſay, Wherefore hath God 
wrought ſo much in vain Why. are our Liberties 
reſcued from Babylon, and thrown away in Canaan? 
we had better return, and be Slaves to the Heathen, 
than to our Brethren ; for in that Caſe tho V be 
vile, yet the Cauſé remains glorious ; but here we 
loſe the very Things that we had wrought. 1 | 
on of ſuch an Argument was now over : Righteouſneſs 
and Peace had Kiſſed each other: Juſtice had — 11 TUNG; 
Blow to the Offenders, and Mercy had ſhone out 
upon the Innocent: They could now ſay, That the 
Lord was 4 Rock, and hs Vorl was perfect, That he Deu. xxi; 
would nor ſuffer Men to ſpoil what he had done. i 
AND thus ir will be when People are no 
longer confounded with impudent Names; The vile 
Perſon ſhall no more be call'd Liberal, nor the Churl be Iſa. xxxii. 
ſaid to be Bountiful ; The Stupidity will 25 off, as the 5 
Wiſe Man obſerves, The Hypocrite with bis Mouth de. prov. xi 
ſtroys his Neighbour, but thro' Knowledge ſhall the Juſt „ 
be deliver d: God will let him ſee into the Diſguiſe, 
and then, when it goes well with the Righteous, the City ver. 10. 
rejoyceth, and when the Wicked periſh, there 1 ſhouting : | 
A fawning ſervile Carriage to the Luſts of Men, and 
an Inſolence to their Liberties will ſometime or other 
grow Scandalous : He that ſaith to the Micled thou art chap xxiv 
righteous, Him ſhall the People curſe, Nations ſhall ab- 24, 25, 
hor him; but to thein that rebuke him ſhall be a Delight, 


and a good Bleſſmg ſhall come upon him. 
2. This Expreſſion of Joy comes eaſily from them, 

and yer very full of Solemnity : They ſaid Amen, i. e. : 
They both approved the Sentence, as it was Fuft, and 1 
gave in their Wiſhes that it might be ſure. Religion, 4 
J know, hath taught us to forgive our Enemies; but 
, this 
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this is to be underſtood with a Twofold Limitation ; 

Firſt, Tis ſuppos d that we act in a private Capacity: 

And, Secondhy, That theſe Men have given ſufficient 

Luke xvii, Tokens of their Sorrow; If thy Brother treſpaſs againſt 
3,4 hee, rebuke him; and if. be repent, forgive him; and if 
he treſpaſs againſt thee ſeven times in a Day, and ſeven 

times in a Day ſay ] repent, thou ſhalt forgive him. 

Now this is quite out of the Caſe where Publick In- 
juries are done. No Man can ſtop the Courſes of Ju- 
ſtice, without giving up the Rights of a Community. 
Yeu will ſee the Reaſon of this, and take the Matter 
in a proper Light, by conſidering the Hiſtory of 
Achan. Had he ſtole from ſome of his Brethren, his 
Puniſument would have been no more than Reſtitution 

Four- Fold: But as he made himſelf Rich by the 

Spoils that ought to have been utterly deſtroy d, io he 

Was taking of the accurſed Thing ; and in what manner 

is the Proceſs of Humane Juſtice againſt him? Joſpua 

 ..,- uſeth him with all the Tenderneſs that could ariſe 
Joſhua from Pity to a Soul: My Son, give I pray thee Glory 
Vii. 19. unto the Lord God of Iſrael, and make Confeſſion to him, 
| and tell me what thou haFt done, hide it not from mo. 
But this was not to break the Fall of Vengeance; as 
the Man had brought Miſchief upon the whole Army, 

ſo there is a general Approbation of the Sentence gi- 

yen againſt him; for Foſhua ſaid unto him, Why hat 

ver.25. thoutroubled us 2 the Lord ſhall trouble thee this Day, and 
| all Iſrael ſtoned him with Stones, With ſuch a Temper 
ſhall the whole Family both in Heaven and Earth behold 
Rev.xviii. the Deſolations of a Perſecuting Church; for when 
16. Kings, and Merchants, and Prieſts who traded in the 
| Souls of Men ſhall tand afar off for fear of her torment, 
weeping,and wailing, and ſaying alas, alas, that Great Ci- 
zy ; when they caſt duſt upon their Heads there are more 

cheartul Sounds that come from another Quarter. 
Ver. 19, Rejoyce over her thou Heaven, and ye Apoſtles and Pro- 


20. phets, for God hath avenged yeu on her, and the Reaſon 
Ver. 22. is. becauſe her Merchants were the great Men of the 
24, ?* Earth, and by her Sorceries were all Nations deceived, and 


in her was found the Blood of Prophets and of Saints and 
of ail that were flain upen the Earth __ 
ee” 3. THERE 
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3. THERE is a Religion in their Joy, They prai- 


e 


fed the Lord. This they did partly in Gratitude for 
what was paſt, and partly from a Faith in his Juſtice 
and Mercy for the time to come. It was matter of 
Praiſe to him that he had raiſed them a Man who did 
naturally care for their State; and had both the Soft- 
neſs to feel their Miſeries, and the Reſolution to 
cure them. They looked upon it as all Divine that 
Nehemiah did not run into the Voracious Ways of 
former Govervours, draining them with heavy 
Taxes, and abuſing them with Sawcy Servants : 
and as he kept our of rhe guilt of Oppreſſion 
himſelf; fo he had the Courage to Reform it in O- 
thers: How much Grace muſt there go ro the Work- 
ing up of ſuch a Saint, ſuch a Patriot! What a Con- 
tempt of this World > What thorough Views of A- 
nother 2 To the Cries of Sorrow he hath 
a Piry that ſetteth him beneath à Child, ro 
the Terrours of Wickedneſs, he hath a Cou- 


— 
3 


A 
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and totally Impenetrable ro the latter. We may 
think that the Prophecy which came a little before 
this time had collected its main Senſe and Glory in- 
to him. He that is Feeble among them ſhall be as David; Zech. vii. 
and the Houſe of David ſhall be as God, as the Angel of 8. 
the Lord before them. This is the way for great Men 
to anſwer their Characters and fill their Thrones as 
God hath promis d they ſhall do: In that day I will Ver. 6. 
make the Governcurs of Judah as a hearth of Fire among 
the Mood, and like a Torch of Fire in a Sheaf ; i. e. A- 
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them, They ſhall devoyr all the People round about. 
ANY Appearance or Dawn of this will call usro our 
Hoſanna's : we may bl:{s\thoſe that come to ſave ns 
in the name of the Lord; and ſing Heſanna in the Higheſt, 
This ſhaking out of thoſe Men from their Houſes,and La- 
bours who have been guilty of making fo manyExtiles is 
a thing worthy of our God: As he threatens; Al the Am. ix 
Sinners of thy People ſhall die by the Sword, which ſay the Sword 10. : 
ſhall not overtake nor prevent us. I will conclude with 
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rage above a Man: quickly rouch'd by the former, » } 


ble to deſtroy the Powers that deſign to ſmother = 


> . 
— —— Rohan 


— ——— —EU—ʒö—j᷑ — 


4 ade 2 W * Le] 8 1 f . * 3 * > 226-1 £24 © ws a A * 1 2 * : 4 ; 
* : 5 * 3 3 n * * * 
46 Jus TICE d PROPERTY 
L -_ * 8 2 2 4 d 1 2 1424 » N * 6 Ip 0 
— 1 


an awful Sentence very agreeable to that in my Text, 
and founded upon the Crimes of Ambition and Gree- 
Heb. ii. dineſs. M unto him that covets an evil Covetouſneſs to 
9, 10, 11, his Houſe, that he may ſet his neſt on high, that he may 
12. be delivered from the Power of Evil: Thou haſt conſulted 
Shame to thy Houſe by cutting off many People: Thou 
haſt ſinned againſt thy own Soul. Wo unto him that 
builds a Town with Blood, and Eftabliſheth à City with 
Tniquity : Behold is it not of the Lord of Hoſts that the 
People ſhall labour in the very Fire, and the People ſhall 
weary themſelves with very Vanity? This he hath threat- 
ned againſt the Publick Enemies of Religion and Li- 
berty. Let all the Congregation ſay Amen, and 
Praiſe the Lord, | | OL 
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BO OKS Printed for John Clark, at ehe Bible 
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x A FUNERAL Sermon occaſion'd by 
the Deathof the Reverend and Learn- 
ed Mr John Ruſſel, late Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
Preach'd at Newington- Green, Nov. 21, 1714. 
By Fobn Nesbit. The Second Ed. Price 4d. 

2 The Wiſdom of this World made Fooliſh. 
A Sermon Preach'd at the FA Lecture 
in Broad-ſtreet. By Matthew Clark. Price 6d. 

3 An Uſeful Miniſtry a Valid One. Being 
a Sermon Preach'd at Exon. May 5th. TR, ©. | 
fore an Aſſembly of the United Miniſters of 
Devon and Cornwal. By James Peirce. The 
Fourth Edition. Price 6d. RE 
4 Of Honouring the King. A Sermon 
Preach'd at Black-Fryars. Fan. 20th 1715. Be- 
ing the Day appointed for a Publick Thank(- 
giving Cc. By Samuel Wright. Price 4d. 
5 A Sermon Preach'd in London Jan. 16th 
1715. On Occaſion of the Dreadful Fire 
which began in Thames-ftreer, on Thurſday Jan. 
13th, By Joby Evans. The Second Edition. 
„%% 85 1 
6 A Noble King a Bleſſing to a Land. A 
Sermon Preach'd at Portſmouth Jan. 20th 1715. 
Being the Day of Publick Thankſgiving, Cc. 
With two Hymns ſung upon that Occaſion. 
By Simon Browne. Price qd. | 
„ De Baptiſmate TmTig 7 Nexg&v Diſſertatio. 
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The Validity of BaptiſmAdminiſtred byD;/- 
ſenting e Miniſters; and the Unreaſonableneſs 
of refuſing Burial to Children ſo Baptiz d. By 
Ferdinando Shaw, M. A. With a Preface by the 
Reverend Mr. Tong, & 8vo, Price 25. 0 
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By Mr. e Matthew Henry. 
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